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By the mid-1960s ecosystem studies had reached a level of worldwide activity.
osystemn studies were a popular, even dominant, form of ecological research.
ile teams of rescarchers at national laboratories and other centers studied
hole forests or lakes, individual researchers examined processes within sys-
ems, such as the rates of primary production, transfers between trophic levels
nd populations, and the rate of organic decomposition. An unorganized body
of theory was available to stimulate research. Eugene and Foward Odum,
Margalef, Slobadkin, and others viewed ecosystems from a variety of perspec-
tives, frequently reasoning analogically from physical, chemical, or biological
systems to ecosystems. The condition of ecosystem studies at this time might be

haracterized by Claude Levi-Strauss’s term bricolage, which refers to the con-
struction of an object or a theory from a varicty of unrelated, found materiais.
“The bricolenr arranges these and creates something new and unexpected from
‘the disparate materials. Ecosystem theory was constructed from thermodynam-
ics, from physical equilibrium theory, from information theory, from.evolu-
“tionary theory, from field natural history, and so on. In 1965 it did not yet form
- acoherent, organized body of knowledge. '

It was suggested by several systems ecologists that the way through this
stage of science development was to employ systems theory to design models to
~ organize the information about ecosystems. Olson, Patren, and Van Dyne at

Oak Ridge were most enthusiastic about this approach, and they predicted a
substantial advance in both the understanding and utility of ecosystem theory
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