Yahgan: Tatapuj, Katapui, Tetapux, Totupux
Mapudungun: Kiireu, Cureu, Chihuance, Quereu, Furare, Klrew

Spanish: Tordo, Tordo patagdnico

English: Austral Blackbivd
Scientific: Curaeus curaeus

The Austral Blackbird is a completely
blaek bird, endemic io Chile and
Argentina. In these countries, they say
“it’s as if the blackbirds were bathed in
Chinese ink,” for, even the feet and eyes
are black. The Mapudungun name
Liireu coudd be related to the color black
(kurii), as well. Most of the year
blackbirds form hoisterous flocks inside
and outside of forests, which emit a
variety of calls, from strident eries to
melodious songs, These vocalizations
permit the blackbirds to keep their group
together while they feed. The M apuche
name kifreu might be onomatopoeic
with its most common call. From the
Mapudungun kiireu, the Jesuit abbot
and naturalist Ignacio Molina derived
the Latin name: Curaeus
curaeus.

The Huilliche people of
Chiloé Island attribute
distinet meanings to the
variable calls of the
kiireu. If they are me-
lodious, or if they eross
you in the road and call
softly, then your business
will go very well, but if its
callis harsh your fortune
will be adverse. The
blackbird possesses an
elegant black-blue eolor
that has given him the
nickname of “dandy.”
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Juita Gonzélez
telts that when
the Yahgan see
the blackbirds or
tatapuj descend
to the coasts of
Na-varino Island
and the Archipelago
of Cape Horn, it is °
bhecause snow
storms will come, or
because it has

.aiready snowed abundantly in the

mountains of tuldra. Forthe Yahgan and
other inhabitants of the extreme southern
region, albino blackbirds that “take the
colar of the snow” are well known, as
well.

Yahgan: Samakéar, Omora, Samakéa

Mapudungun: Pinda, Pinguera, Pinuda, Pifiuda, Pigda, Pichi pinda
spanish: Picaflor chico, Colibri, Picaflor rubf

English: Green-Backed Firecrown, Crown Hillstar, Fire Crown
scientific: Sephancides sephaniodes

Hummingbirds are a bird family found
exclusively in the Americas, whose
species are concentrated in the tropics.
They dart about, and then suspend
themselves, seemingly motionless in the
air, beating their nearly-invisible wings
up to 200 times per second. This
extraordinary type of flight is fueled by
one of the highest metabolic rates known
for living organisms. Because the climate
of the tropics is warm, the energy needed
to maintain body temperature and fly is

reason, it is surprising to find a species
of hummingbird that reaches to the
southern extreme of South America, in
the Chilean Antarctic Province.
Maoreover, in the austral forests there ave,
however, more than ten species of plants
with red, tubular flowers whose
pollination depends on this litde bird. As
it flies among the flowers, the Green-
Backed Firecrown brings an unexpected
tropical character to the austral forested
landscapes.

The presence of the Green-Backed
Firecrown excites not only biologists. Its
Spanish name, picaflor, means to prick
(picar) the flowers (flores). Its
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Mapudungun names pinda,
pinguera, pigda or pifiuda are
related to the verb pigudeun (to ]
rub together), and denotes the
sound the wings make during
rapid flight. The English name for
hummingbirds alse ailudes to this
peculiar humming sound emitted
by the bird’s wings. The full
English name Green-Backed
Firecrown literally describes s
green back and the males’
iridescent, fire-orange crown.

Hummingbirds are admired by
many Amerindian cultures,
especially the Yahgans. In the
austral extreme of the continent,
the Green-Backed Firecrown or
gmora is an occasional visitor
considered by the Yahgan people

98

* barelyis enough for me and my closest family. I cannot give anything to other people because soon Il suffer thirst
. myself”

" He veflected briefly and rapidly Tose again, took his sling and flew back to the fox. Along the way he coliected
* several sharp stones, and when he was within sight of the fox and sufficiently near, he shouted to hiny: “Are you

" each oneofthe eoplewho live here, or else my family and Iwill also die of thirst.” Omora was so offended thathe |

throw,

" broke down the fence, went to the lake and drank, satiating their thisst. They drank so much that the lake became |

to be a bird and, at the same time, a smail
man or spirit who maintains social and
ecological order. Today, the figure of
omora has inspired a conservation
initiative that integrates the biological,
ecological, anthropological, social and
cultural dimensions of life with the goal
of promoting the well-being of all species,
including humans, in the Cape Horn
region. Narratives, such as the following,
teach us how omora achieves such a life-
affirming integration since long ago:

{ Yahgan story. Inancestzal times, when birds were stifl humans, 2 great drought oecurred in the region of Cape
* Horn and the peaple were dying of thirst. Only the wily fox, known as Cilawdia, fourd a lake. He told no one and
built, instead, a solid fance around it so that no one could enter. Hidden as such, he drank lots of water, cencerned
only with himsslf. However, after some time the other people discovered this lake and went as a group to ask the
fox for a little bit of water. Cilausdia did not even listen 1o their supplications and expelled them with rude words.
The condition of the people zot inereasingly worse and when they were at the point of death, they decided in their
desperation te send a message to the hummingbird or little Omore, an occasional visitor who had saved them
hefore in times of crisis. Omora was always prepared tohelp others and arrived quickly. Although diminutive, this |
jittle tiny bird-man-spirit is braver and bolder than 2ny giant. When he arrived, the downcast people fold him
about their great sufferings, and, indignant, Omora raised himselfand rapidly undertook the flight towards where
the egotist Cilawdia was, and he confronted him divectly saying: “Listen! What isit that the people are telling me?
Have vou had access to a lake full of water, but you don't want to share it with other pecple whe soon will die of
thisst!” The fox replied, “Why should 1 worry myself about the others? This lake has only a lirtle water, and it

Upon hearing this, Omora became furious and without replying to the fox, returned to the setflement.

going to share your water for now and for always with the other pecple? Come on, don't be soselfish, ifyou don’t

- spare water, they surely will die of thivst!” H

The fox answered indifferently, “They can all die of thisst. Why should I worry? Tcan’t give water to

could not controt himself any longer and foriously fired a sharp stone with his sling, killing the fox with his first |
The rest of the copmmunity had been watehing and became happy, running to the place. Rapidly they

completely empty and a few hirds that arrived too late bately found a few drops with which they moistened their
throats. Then, the wise owl Sirra or Sia, the grandmother of Omora, said to the birds that arrived late, “colleet |
rad from the bottom of the lake and fly to the peaks of the mountains, and fling the mud over them.” The little
birds flew, and theirballs of mud gave birth to springs that became water courses that spouted from the mountains,
forming small streams and large rivers that flowed through the ravires, When afl the people saw this, they were
extremely happy and drank great quantities of fresh, pure water, that was much better than the water of the lake,
and niow ali find themselves safe again. Today ali of those water couzses still flow down from the mountains and

. provide exquisite water. Since that time no one has died of thizst. i
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